e prodlfctiMnights Q-bta in'al:il8from power circulates within culture. In this course, we start by V#iW ea rtoonStock:c-om interrogating the concept of culture as it has been traditionally defined, with a capital "C," to signify a certain set of meanings and expressions largely determined by elites to suit elite interests. This categorization of culture as "high Culture," disseminated from the "top down," has come under attack by scholars of communication and media studies who are interested in forwarding a more democratic notion of culture in which multiple taste cultures exists and in which power can be understood to flow from the bottom up as well. To get at this broad transformation, this course situates cultural production in historical and contemporary contexts in order to examine its economic, social. political, and technological implications. In addition, we consider how the reception of popular culture by audiences impacts the formation of identities, value systems, attitudes and opinions, as individuals and as members of communities (e.g., consumers, fans, youth, citizens, etc.). In part, this involves following an historical trajectory of how the fields of media studies, communication, and cultural studies have intersected with respect to popular culture as an object of study.
We have three objectives before us: 1) to become familiar with a number of influential and important theoretical approaches to media criticism (including key terms and related concepts); 2) to develop an understanding of how these theoretical frameworks have been used to analyze and make sense of popular culture; 3) to consider these frameworks and their central concepts in your own thinking about popular culture and why it matters in your everyday lives. 20% Writing Assignments: there will be four short writing assignments (500-600 words, 5% each). Details for each one will be provided.
***NOTE: to pass this class, students MUST turn in four writing assignments. Failure to submit any of these papers will result in a grade of F for the course.
For all written assignments, students are to compose their essays on Blackboard under Discussion (you may write your essay in word, then cut and paste, but please do not attach a document). Make sure you edit/proofread your written assignment before submitting it. Your grade will partly be based on your ability to follow the norms and conventions of writing using Standard English style and conventions.
**LATE written assignments will result in a drop of one letter grade. **PLAGIARISM is not tolerated and will result in failing the assignment and possibly the course.
Here is how the University defines plagiarism: Plagiarism: Knowingly copying another's work or ideas and calling them one's own or not giving proper credit or citation. This includes but is not limited to reading or hearing another's work or ideas and using them as one's own; quoting, paraphrasing, or condensing another's work without giving proper credit; purchasing or receiving another's work and using, handling, or submitting it as one's own work.
CLASSROOM COOPERATION:
Class preparation: Students are expected to attend the lectures and to arrive on time. It is highly recommended that you read the assigned reading in advance of class in order to follow the lectures. The lectures will be structured with the assumption that you have read. (Undoubtedly, it will be harder to follow if you do not read first! )
Disruptions: I consider chronic lateness to be a significant disruption to class. Please be on time to class. I also ask that you plan your schedule so that you can be present during the entire class (with the exception of emergencies, of course). There will be a lot of audio-visual materials shown in this class. This is not a signal that you don't need to pay attention and that you should take a facebook break! Cell phones, blackberries, ipods and other electronic devices are not to be used in class. Laptops can be used to take notes and to refer to your readings. However, if you wish to spend your time surfing or emailing during class, you do not need to come to class for that. The professor and T A will monitor usage of computers. Your cooperation is appreciated.
Email: Email is convenient but it does not provide a substitute for attendance or office hours. Please do not use email to: 1) ask routine information that is already on the syllabus.
2) ask what you missed in class when you are absent. (You should check with a classmate first. If you need further clarification, then make an appointment with the TA or professor.) 3) discuss in-depth a major problem. Please come to office hours or make an appointment to set up a time to talk. We are happy to meet with you by appointment if your schedule conflicts with our office hours. 
